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Wednesday, January 28, 2009 


Residents' message after travellers lose eviction appeal: 


OETERMINEO: Grays Hill residents gather In force 
at a previous protest about the travellers* site. 
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David Arnold 

david arnoldOgazettenews co uk 

PEOPLE living next door to one of 
Europe’s largest illegal traveller 
camps finally have something to cel- 
ebrate. and the message Is stark - 
CLEAR OFF 1 

The Court of Appeal ended a seven- 


year nightmare for locals last week by 
saying that about 450 illegally camped 
gipsies at Dale Farm. Blllericay, and 
Hovefields, Wickford. must pack up 
and leave 

But, in a last ditch attempt to stay 
travellers have launched a desperate 
appeal with the House of Lords. Now 
an agonising week-long wait ensues to 


see if they an? successful 

If they are, it could be another two 
years before they are eventually turfed 
otT. 

Local resident and treasurer of 
Ramsden Crays Residents’ Associ- 
ation Sally Aungier. 45. said: “We are 
obviously very pleased, but we are now 
concerned about the eviction. 


“Since I have been here, the num- 
bers at the primary school have 
dropped drastically and we just want 
to get back a sense of normality 
Other residents told the Gazette of 


their hell as they are met with a bar 
rage of abuse every tune they show 
their faces, while botlles. bikes, halls, 
wrappers and other rubbish are hurled 
into their guldens 

• Continued on p4 


Special report p4-7 
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Travellers special 


Dale Farm - the facts 


• There 3/e cunrotty be TV*eo 400 
and 5 00 legal travellers at Dale farm 
***> wtil be going nowhere 

• The eviction a^ei±s h*o sites 
About 400 people could be evicted 
from Dale Farm and SO from 
Hoveftekts In Wlchfxyd, 

• The council has a total budget of 
£2miHfon for the eviction, which 
Includes he^T> legal bills of mom than 
£750 000 

• The remainder is earmarked for the 
dean-up of the land which the council 
win try and reclaim from the 
travellers 

• Bailiff company Constant and Co 
has dealt with several Basildon 
council evictions in the past and could 
again, but the process will be 
tendered out over me next few weeks 
to find the best value for taxpayers. 

• The eviction will be filmed by both 
sides for legal reasons, amid claims 
from travellers that bailiffs are heavy 
handed and counter claims that 
travellers will lie to launch fee* 
claims 

• The Oxford Dictionary definition of 
a gipsy says It is a word for a Romani 
or a traveller 

The word derives from Egyptian, as In 
the Middle Ages Che Rxman& were 
beHeved to have come to Europe from 
Egypt In fact they drsper&d from an 
original Pome In north India. 

• However, ow the years the word 
gipsy has been commonty used to 
describe nomadic groups, including 
pish Travellers, even though they are 
not part of the Romani people proper 

• Both Romani gipsies and Insh 
Travellers are classed as ethnic 
minorities under the Race Relations 
Act. 

• Gipsies at Dale Farm and 
Hovefields are of Irish ongin tut 
many dispute their claim that they are 
real Romani gtf&es. 


's heartbreak at 


forced 


chalet 


can t be pulled along by a car 

“I have experienced evict Ions before and 
they are not very nice I can tell you " 

Mary Ann McCarthy, 13. named after her 
grandmother, said she was concerned for her 
grandmother’s health but warned bailiffs 
they won’t get an easy ride. 

She said “ If people think we are just going 
to go without a fight then they are wrong, it’s 
not going to be that easy for them." 

Kathleen McCarthy, daughter of Mary 
Ann, said they didn't know what to do next 
She said. “The major problem is that they are 
not providing enough legal sites for us to use, 
it would be one thing if they could tell us 
where to go but they aren't” 


FIGHTING back the tears the eldest of three 
generations says she is “heartbroken" that 
her family has to move on 
As the news broke on Thursday morn mg 
crowds of families gathered at the McCarthy 
home, next to St Christopher's Community 
Centre, to conduct interviews with the media 
that surrounded the illegal part of the camp. 

Mary Ann McCarthy. 68. was visibly 
shaken by the news that after living there for 
seven years she will have to go. along with her 
seven children and her 17 grandchildren. 

She said: “I just can t believe they are going 
to do this, this is my home where I live. 

“We are human beings at the end of the day 
but it’s not me I'm worried for its the rest of 
my family, it’s heartbreaking 
“What we are living in at the moment is a 
chalet, how am 1 going to move it at all? It 


OUR HEARTBREAK: (l-r) Mariha 
McCarthy, Mary Ann McCarthy, 
Kathleen McCarthy, Joanna McCarthy, 
Mary Ann McCarthy, Nora Eagan and 
daughter, and Nora McCarthy. 
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GIPSIES: Our sorrow 
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Timeline... 


Travellers special 

Posh to poverty-stricken - the site is hsm< ts rich and poor 



with 


1 960s Around a dozen caravans settle in 
Oak Lane, allegedly with permission, after 
being evicted from a sitr in Romford 
1970s - Part of Dale Farm is converted by the 
owner into a scrap yard for old cars, even 
though it is within the Green Belt 
1994 - Travellers start to buy up land and 
planning permission is gained through a 
Labour run Basildon District Council 
Travellers buy up more land to the east of 
Dale Farm but the new Conservative- run 
council say no to further p lann ing 
permission 

1 999 First enforcement notice against a 
gipsy family A total of 42 enforcement notices 
are served by the council and all are 
appealed 

2002 - Travellers continue to move on to the 
site and are issued with 12 enforcement 
notices. All are appealed in August 2002 on 
the grounds that not enough tune is given to 
comply By now there are some 80 carmans, 
mobile homes and chalets at Dale Farm, all 
without planning permission. 

2003 - Government planning inspectors 
dismiss more appeals for planning 
permission. The 96 traveller families are 
given two years to leave the site. 

bQ« 220 >®« 




200o - In June, Basikiun Disnct Council 
votes to evict the 96 Dale Farm families 
August 2005 - Travellers secure a temporary 
injunction pit venting eviction until a 
decision can be taken on whether to grant 
them a judicial review, which is granted later 
that ^ac 

2006 - Judicial review rejects the appals, 
June 2007 - Basildon council's planning 
oomnuftee vote to evict the travellers from 
illegal sites at Howfields. Wickford. and Dale 
Farm. Biller i cay again. 

August 2007 - The travellers appeal against 
the decision and a date is set for a High 
Court battle at the Royal Courts of Justice. 
May 2008 - Judge rules Basildon council had 
not considered various aspects of the 
travellers welfare or provided alternative 
legal sites, ruling they can stay for now 
Basildon council appeals 
January 2009 - Basildon District Council 
wins Conn of Appeal hearing and travellers 
appeal to House of Lords. 
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JUDGING from this rubbish strewn pile of mess in 
Dale Farm *-ome would be quick to believe that 
gipsies Live an untidy lifestyle, with unglamorous 
homes and simple jobs. 

But if you put aside all the sweeping gener 
alisations that come with the travelling community 
it oouldn’t be further from the fruth. 

When the Gazette visited Crays Hill on the morn- 
ing of the Court of Appeal decision, we found 
traveller families living in cosy caravans equipped 
with all the essential facilities, cookers, toilets and 
shower blocks - even Sky TV 

Some even live m posh static homes and chalets 
that would make even the average homeowner jeal- 
ous, with large Irving rooms and two bedrooms 

One famil y we visited even had a whopping 42 
inch LCD television, while other homes were ad- 
orueu wim wuu > carpet* and 

And while the nation’s press descended on the 
village, proud gipsies paraded the site in luxury 
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COMFORTABLE: Gazette reporter David Arnold finds the gipsies living m weft equipped caravans. 


£50,00frplus cars, including topof- the- range 4x4$ 
and sports cars, with rap music blaring out 
It looked more like a scene from an episode 
of MTV Cnbs than an illegal gipsy site near 
Billencay. 


lady. Nora Sheridan. 32, was Irving with 
in squalid conditions - the stench tut like the 
from an oven door 

Inside Nora sat clasping her chest infection tat 

filri 



here - particularly the elderly - Live in poverty There seems to b*» a discrepancy here, while soma 

As the Gazette went from caravan to caravan one live in relative paradise, others areas the edge: 



Running scared 


ITS CLEAR that the presence of 
travellers has spread fear among the 
permanent community. 

When Ramsden Crays Residents' 
Association heard the news it agreed 
to pose for a celebratory picture with a 
Gazette photographer 
But the photo call was cancelled 
when organisers couldn't drum up 
enough people for the snap as res^ 
ldenw were too scared of reprisals 
A spokesman for the association 
said; “We have seen the aggressive 
and threatening stance the travellers 
have taken oa television and in news- 
papers and are concerned for u*e 
safety of the village:” 


Gipsies and council tax 


IT HAS been one of the biggest 
bugbears of taxpaying residents for 
decades Why do gipsies get away 
with not paying tax?" 

But after the Gazette did a little 
digging it appears all of the legal 
pitches at Dale Farm and Hovefields 
are registered to pay council tax 

And more surprisingly so are some 
of the illegal pitches. 

A source told us: “The majority of 
travellers do pay council tax in Basil- 
don because they believe it gives them 
a false emblem of legitimacy to stay on 
Gree n . Belt land 

“Even if somebody is living illegally 


they are required to pay council tax 
during their stay" 

But one traveller mum-of -three 
Margaret Flynn. 28, who has lived on 
the site illegally for seven years, com- 
mented. “Why does the Government 
bring illegal immigrants in from for- 
eign countries and give them houses 
and benefits’ Some of them are ter- 
rorists even 

Tm not racist but we’re not asking 
the Government for nothing 
“This is our land and all we vranf out 
of life is a bit of hospital treatment 
when we need it and schooling far our 
children " 
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HAVING one of 1 
Europe’s largest trav- 
eller camps cm your doorstep was 
nor a feature many home owners 
would want to advertise 

The Court of .Appeal ruling is Likely 
to provide some relief for residents 
living near traveller sates in Dale 
Farm. Billencay and Hovefiekls. Wick 
ford, who hope to sell their homes. 

One agent said “li is going to be- 
nefit people who own property m 
Crays Hill. The area has always been 
a bit cheaper than surrounding loc- 
ations but this is likely to provide a 
bit of a boost and make property 


r 


Quality you can trust.. 

' /.buying direct from the manufacturer 


Showroom al 

Unit 13 West Station Yard, 
Spttal Road, Maldon CM9 §TW 

Windows Doors Conservatories Fascias & Soffits Garage Doors 

www.ftupreme-instaliations.co.uk 

■ SJTOME 


Credit Crunch bathrooms 

at Bathtub 

Your local Independent 
bathroom showroom 

A fully designed. Installed and tiled 
bathroom for £3995 Inc vat using quality 
products with full guarantees We will beat 

any genuine quote. 

Ea suites - Cloakrooms 

il seeds - Building 
Central Heating • 

Come and see the bread 

Standard concept suits. 






Garden Centre Snowste 
Horseshoe Nursenes, White Bm Road. Bcknacre, Chelmsford 


FENSA 


122 Byron 

Tel:01245 269778 


i 
















MV till 



(ta/fftt*, Wwinf'driy Uiimr/^n y 


Travellers special 


thl«l«total»tMi.co.uV 


's prediction: ‘Blood 


Mtchnel Sheridan, Jtt, who has llvrvi nl I»*lr Kin m 
illegally fur more than fiv»* year*. Mid 'if iho 
h/tillfT* do tt»mo down thfif'i ifikUR lo l*c n woi 
“N ot hum me penmnally t»n (mm >|>| r | know will 
quin* hnpptly ni nl ifht in y »<■, hnrrela ut the «*n 
h uteri There* going <«> bo Id* trouble lw*< urer there 
HIT people here that have firm*. gun*, grenades, yrm 
twine u ' 


family hnft«f*d “Th* tMlJlffi wi/ri » u» 
Without a fit'll! We v* i Ih/Aeuavie 
n» niM flu* country rh*l will <*mw» down « 
flghl there will !**• a war 

The Wmyrr (he (Mini II iiy#* to t» 
Iwllilli (hi 1 Imii{i , i w* • lutve I* i pr < | •,!( d ni, 
'pill people will die mid |m«>|>Ui will e/» i> 
murder “ 


ai u winner m nleflVh tl<>n ut »lu I Imv» IMd» »|le lu 
Wirkfurd in Mnreh JUK Unveil# «■• offered no h#* 
lAtmuw when nvir* Itwn :«o poll.# iMdlfTn and 
mechanical dinger* moved on |o Mx> »|t» 

Hut John O'Guln* if%. who drove nil the way from 
Limerick ovi>t night to support hi* frbtula and 


of babies 


mum s 


* These babies need warmth, 
electricity and a home to live 
in, we don’t want to be left 
on the rood to die" 


JUST a- ( heir live* are beginning the future already 
looks bluak for this tno of tots 
As gipsy Jean Sheridan 24. cradle* triplets David. 
Jolin and Richard the as a family they have no 
option but to stay put in their caravan at Dale Farm 
Although she Is desperately concerned her eight week 
old babies and her two-year-old daughter Angela could 
get hurt in a forced eviction she will stay put until the 
bitter end as she and the newborns neiri constant 
medical attention- 

She told the Gareth* “W^at on earth am I supposed to 

do.’ _ 

“ W hen we heard vhe new s It w as just total shock. I just 
couldn't \wlww n i «ul\ can't. 

w t neededtogo rn the Hr+tOr ta** and two of th* 

triplets have hernia problems What happens to them if 
they need the hospital* If we have to mow away by the 
side of the road we won t haw an address " 


Mrs Sheridan gave birth at BasUdon hospital two 
months ago and her caravan Is still filled with t**ddy 
beans, cards and flowers from well wishers. 

She says It will be heartbreaking to have her home 
taken away by bailiffs 

She added. “We have nowhere else to go The haloes 
were bom premat urely and they nml medical hclu. 

Doctor* visit several tunes a we*k m the moment but If 

we are chucked out on ihe road what hope do we have” 
“I can’t imagine the babies not having a proper home 
we can’t live in tents, they would freeze to death These 

babies need warmth, electricity and a home to live in We 
don t want to be left on the road to die " 


HEARTBROKEN: Jean Sheridan with 
Angela, four. 


David, John 


devastated 


court 


FOR mum of four Bridget Flynn this will be the 
second time she has been driven out by the 
authorities 

Sitting in her static home the single mum com- 
pared the impending eviction of her people to the 
atrocities in Gaza, claiming bailiffs would torch her 
home leaving her and her family home leas once 


the road any more. “I was devastated after hearing it 
on the news," she said 

“They want to drag us out but we won’t go because 
we can’t go on the road no more 

“We have small children, sick and elderly people 
and pregnant women 

"I was angry watching John Baron on the news 
because he was happy to talk about the eviction but 
no eoe ever asked h un where the council would put 


“We never get any answers, they just expect us to 
disappear, but where to 7 " 

Bridget also cares for her cousin Catherine, M, 
who she says suffers from severe art hr ill* and heart 
problems. 

“She can’t move on at her age Her husband is 
dead and ail her relatives and friends live here " 


ANGRY: 0-r) Cathenn* Flynn. 68, 


She was part of a mass eviction in Borehamwood 
in 2004 but insists her family cannot survive life cm 
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